The Edmonton Oilers

Some facts 

General Manager: Glen Sather
Head Coach: Kevin Lowe
Assistant Coach: Craig MacTavish and Ted Green 

First NHL- season: 1979-80
Stanley Cup-victories: 5
Arena: Edmonton Coliseum (spectators: 17.111)
Address: 7424- 118 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta T5B 4M9 Canada
Teamrecords
Goals in one season: 92 - Wayne Gretzky (1981-82)

Assists in one season: 163 - Wayne Gretzky (1986-1986)

Points in one season: 215 (52+163) - Wayne Gretzky (1985-86)
Points in one rookieseason: 75 (32+43) - Jari Kurri (1980-81)

Peniltyminutes in one season: 286 - Steve Smith (1987-88)
Most shutouts in one season: 6 - Curtis Jospeh (1996-97)
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Players (1999-2000)

#2 Igor Ulanov - Defence
#5 Tom Poti - Defence
#8 Frank Musil - Defence
#9 Bill Guerin - Right Wing
#10 Kevin Brown - Right Wing 

#13 German Titov - Left Wing

#14 Bert Robertsson - Left Wing/Defence 
#15 Chad Kilger - Centre 
#17 Rem Murray - Centre/Left Wing
#18 Ethan Moreau - Left Wing
#19 Boyd Devereaux - Centre
#21 Jason Smith - Defence
#22 Roman Hamrlik - Defence
#23 Sean Brown - Defence
#25 Mike Grier - Right Wing
#26 Todd Marchant - Centre/Left Wing 

#27 Georges Laraque - Right Wing
#29 Alex Selivanov - Right Wing
#30 Bill Ranford - Goal

#34 Jim Dowd - Centre
#35 Tommy Salo - Goal
#39 Doug Weight - Centre
#44 Janne Niinimaa - Defence
#94 Ryan Smyth - Left Wing

History

Glen Sather, Edmonton Oilers´ though manager, has been honoured for being one of NHL:s best "architects", when he in the 80s built NHL:S best team, Edmonton Oilers, who one five Stanley Cups between 1984-90. Some people mean that it was the best team in history.

  But the teams´ success, combined with the growing costs for the players, contributed  to demolish the dinasty that had been built up in the 80s. Sather couldn´t keep players like Wayne Gretzky, Mark Messier, Paul Coffey, Jari Kurri, Glenn Anderson and Kevin Lowe.

The Edmonton Oilers first started as a member of the World Hockey Association (WHA) in 1972/73 and six years later, in 1979, they became a member of the National Hockey League. Throughout the years the Oilers have taken five Stanley Cup´s which make the team one of the greatest in the NHL-history.
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The Oilers began play in the new league WHA, in 1972/73, as the Alberta Oilers. After their first season, the team was renamed to Edmonton Oilers and the Oilers got its´ familiar oil drop logo on the team's sweater.

The Oilers played seven seasons in the WHA, reaching the Avco Cup Final in the league's final season of 1978/79, losing the best-of-seven series to the Winnipeg Jets in six games. The summer of 1979 the Oilers, along with three other WHA teams - Winnipeg Jets, Quebec Nordiques and Hartford Whalers - were accepted into the National Hockey League.

  In the draft that summer the Oilers first pick was Kevin Lowe. The second round choice was Mark Messier and the third round choice was Glenn Anderson. 

After a not so good beginning that season, the Oilers began to win, and before the season was over the Oilers had succeeded in capturing a playoff spot and although they were eliminated by the Philadelphia Flyers in the first round, everyone believed that the Oilers would be a team to count with the coming seasons.

  In 1980/81, successful drafting again helped to shape the team. Paul Coffey, Jari Kurri and Andy Moog were all selected that season and all played an important role in helping the Oilers capture a playoff spot and then surprise the hockey world by winning against the great Montreal Canadiens in three straight games.

The eventual Stanley Cup Champion New York Islanders eliminated Edmonton from the playoffs.

As the Oilers entered their 1981/82 season, the most important newcomer was goaltender Grant Fuhr, the team's first round draft pick that year. That season the Oilers played fantastic, which made them finish the season in second place overall. Offensively, the Oilers were led by Wayne Gretzky and his remarkable accomplishments. He registered 92 goals and 120 assists that season, all time records. In one game, on December 30th, against Philadelphia, he scored five goals!

  That season, however, was to the end in the first playoff-round, when Oilers lost against the Los Angeles Kings. It was a big dissapointment, and the Oilers now realized how hard it was to win the Stanley Cup.

The 1982/83 season was Edmonton's fourth in the League, and it would better than all the earlier seasons. The Oilers finished first in the overall standings, and the team entered the playoffs with a dream of winning the Stanley Cup. 

  But once again they didn´t win. The Oilers reached the finals of the Stanley Cup playdowns, only to be eliminated by the New York Islanders, but it seemed only a matter of time before they would ascend to the throne.
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The 1983/84 season, Oilers finished with a remarkable 119 points that season, and then chruched their opponents in their way through the playoffs. In the finals they faced their nemesis, the New York Islanders. New York had won four straight Stanley Cups, and almost everyone thought that they would win again.

But on May 10, 1984, at Long Island, the Oilers played one of the greatest games in their history, and won over Islanders with 1-0. Edmonton lost only one game in the series; and on May 19th, the Oilers skated to victory and won their first Stanley Cup. The people in Edmonton celebrated- their team was the best in the NHL.

The next season Oilers kept on winning. After an very successful season, they again entered the playoffs with only one goal - to win the Stanley Cup, and to prove that they really were the best team in the world. The Oilers advanced to the final, this time they were facing the Philadelphia Flyers. After loosing the first game in Philadelphia, the Oilers won the next four games and kept the Stanley Cup in Edmonton.

The season of 1985/86 turned out to be a disappointment for the Oilers. They dominated the regular season, and became the winners of the first President's Trophy ever, a new award given to the team who placed first. Wayne Gretzky won new assist and total point awards, while Paul Coffey was named the best defenceman in the League.

The playoffs, however, were not as good as the regular season. After winning against the Vancouver Canucks, the Oilers encountered Calgary Flames. The Flames, who had lost a lot against the Oilers during the season, played the series of their lives and won the seventh and last game. Many hockeyexperts say that this was one of the most intense and exciting series in NHL´s history.

Oilers finished the 1987/88 season with a 44 (wins)-25 (losses)-11 (ties) record, which made them place second in the Smythe Division. Led by Wayne Gretzky, Mark Messier, Glenn Anderson, Grant Fuhr, Jari Kurri and Kevin Lowe (all of them played in the All-Star Game) and Glen Sather (who coached it), the Oilers were once again aiming at the Stanley Cup. 

Fuhr won the Vezina Trophy (best goaltender), Gretzky made 149 points, Messier 111.

  Nothing could stop the Oilers in the playoffs. They beat Winnipeg with 4-1 in games, won against Calgary with 4-0, against the Detroit Red Wings with 4-1, and chruched the Boston Bruins with 4-0 in the finals. In the playoff Edmonton Oilers won 16 games, and lost only two, which is a NHL record which still stands today.

4

1988 was the first time the Edmonton Oilers began a season without Wayne Gretzky. Gretzky had been traded to the Los Angeles Kings for Jimmy Carson, Martin Gelinas, draft picks and money.

People wondered how the Oilers would fare without the greatest player in hockey. They didn't have to wait long for an answer. Two Edmonton-players had over 100 points (Kurri with 102 and Carson with 100), Messier had 94 and Grant Fuhr was still great in the goal. Six players from the Oilers played in the All-Star game. Fuhr, Kurri, Lowe, Messier, Carson and Sather. There were still a lot of great players in the team.

The Oilers finished the year with 84 points; and met Los Angeles in the first round of the playoffs. It was seven great games. The teams won one game each of the first two games in Los Angeles, then Oilers went up to 3-1 with two victories at home.

It seemed like the series was over. But the Kings, with the help of Gretzky, won the last three games and the Oilers were out off the playoffs. 

  After the season, Carson was dealt to Detroit for Joe Murphy and Adam Graves. Many meant it was a stupid trade, but they didn´t how wrong they were. 

The 1989/90 season Kurri, Messier, and Lowe made it to the All-Star team. Messier finished the season with 129 points, second after Gretzky's 142. Messier would later win the Hart Trophy as the NHL's most valuable player. 

The Club finished the year with 38 wins and 90 points. They were good, but they weren't expected to win the Stanley Cup. Four teams had more points than Edmonton. It was Bostons, Calgary, Buffalo and Montreal. 

Fuhr injured himself right before the playoffs, so it didn´t look very good for the Oilers. When Bill Ranford (second goaltender) was put in the goal he let in seven pucks behind him, in his first game, which made the Oilers loose the semi-final series opening with 7-5 against Winnipeg.

  But that would be the last bad game Ranford played that Spring, and the "Kid Line" with Murphy, Graves and Gelinas played fantastic.

The Oilers beat Winnipeg in seven games,Los Angeles in four and Chicago in six. Then they met the Bruins, who finished first overall, in the final. The Oilers won the finals with 4-1 in games, one of them a triple overtime victory. Bill Ranford won the Conn Smythe Trophy.

In 1990/91, led by Messier, Ranford and Steve Smith, the Oilers finished the year with 80 points in 80 games, but the regular season wasn't the great thing that year. It was the playoffs.

It was the first time Edmonton and Calgary met in the playoffs in three years. Any time these rivals met it was a good game , but this was one of the greatest, most dramatic series of all time.

The Oilers took a 3-1 series lead, but the Flames wouldn't give up that easy. They won game five, then game six in overtime. In game seven Calgary had a 3-0 lead at home, but the Oilers led by Tikkanen, fought back, and made it tie late in the game. At 6:58 of overtime, Tikkanen scored and the Oilers won.

Edmonton beat Gretzky and the Kings in the next round, in a series where four of the six games went to overtime. In the next serie the Oilers lost against Minnesota in five games.

Edmonton didn't win Stanley Cup that year, but they played great hockey.

5

In 1991/92, the Oilers came in third place in the Smythe Division. During that summer Vincent Damphousse, Luke Richardson, Scott Thornton and Peter Ing had joined the Oilers, while Grant Fuhr, Glenn Anderson and Craig Berube left the team. And Messier went to the Rangers for Bernie Nicholls, Steve Rice and Louie DeBrusk. 

  In the playoffs the Oilers beat Los Angeles in six games. Then Vancouver in six, but Chicago Blackhawks were too good, and they beat Edmonton in four straight games.

The season of 1992/93 the Oilers lost almost twice as many games as they won, who made them miss the playoffs. 

  Shayne Corson came to Edmonton for Vince Damphousse. Zdeno Ciger and Kevin Todd arrived from New Jersey in exchange for Bernie Nicholls.

Late in the season, the New York Rangers wanted Tikkanen. In a trade that didn't have a lot of attention at the time, the Oilers gave up Tikkanen in exchange for the quite unknown Doug Weight. Weight had only 40 points in 65 games in the Rangers, and made only eight more in the last 13 games in Edmonton.

The winter of 1993/94 Edmonton continued to trade and buy different players. They missed the playoffs again, but the team was getting better all the time. Doug Weight had 24 goals and 50 assists in 74 games. Oilers first round pick player Jason Arnott made 33 goals and 35 assists as a rookie, along with 104 penalty minutes. Zdeno Ciger scored 57 points. Dean McAmmond and Igor Kravchuk came to Edmonton for Joe Murphy. Edmonton also drafted Miroslav Satan in the fifth round.

In the Spring, the Oilers traded Dave Manson to Winnipeg for Boris Mironov, Mats Lindgren and a first round pick (Jason Bonsignore). A week later they traded Craig MacTavish (now assistant coach in the Oilers) to the Rangers for Todd Marchant. 

Nothing went well in 1994/95. Oilers lost 27 of 48 games before the lockout took place and Head Coach George Burnett was fired and Ron Low took over. Weight, Arnott, Corson and Oliver led the team in scoring, but nobody was anywhere near the top 25 in NHL.

In 1995/96 Glen Sather continued to build a future winning team. Arnott started to play as good as he can and Weight had his first 100 point season and made the All-Star Team. Satan, Marchant, McAmmond and Mironov began living up to their potential. Mariusz Czerkawski came over in a trade for Bill Ranford. Curtis Joseph came to Edmonton for Shayne Corson, and proved he was one of the greatest goaltenders in the league.

Inspite of all the improvments the Oilers missed the playoffs once again.
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The 1996/97 season saw the Oilers rebuilding efforts finally bear fruit as the team qualified for the Stanley Cup playoffs for the first time in five seasons. Led by Doug Weight, Ryan Smyth and Curtis Joseph, the Oilers improved their play and finished in third place in the Pacific Division.

  Weight led the Oilers in scoring for the fourth season in row, with 21 goals and 61 assists in 80 games. Smyth scored 61 points in 82 games, leading the Oilers with 39 goals. His 39 goals ranked 13th in the League and he tied for the NHL lead with 20 powerplay goals.

Curtis "Cujo" Joseph also played great and established a new Oilers' record with six shutouts.

  The Oilers reached the playoffs and met Dallas, which finished as second best in the NHL, in the first round and defeated the Stars with 4-3 in overtime of the seventh and deciding game. In the next series the Oilers met the Colorado Avalanche and lost with four games to one.
Outside the rink
A lot of players do not only work on the ice, they often do something for the society too. For example is the Oilers-player Todd Marchant and his wife Caroline chairpersons for "Edmonton Christmas Bureau", who works to give homeless people a nice christmas. Doug Weight and his wife Allison works with a program which helps kids affected by cancer. He is also a chairman for Cross Cancer Institute and a spokesperson for a program called "Go for Goals". Bill Guerin also works for sick kids. And the former Oilers-player Boyd Devereaux is now a chairman for "Helmet Safety Program".

Edmonton Oilers does also take part in other community programs and activities, such as the "Carnival of Champions", where people can meet the players, get autographs and try all the activities there. The money from the carnival goes to local charities.

  Throuhout the year, different players visit hospitals to meet patients, sign autographs and give away gifts to kids who must spend their birthday or christmas in the hospital.

  The Oilers are also actively involved with minor hockey programs in the Edmonton area.
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I got facts from:
Inside Hockey  nr. 9  1996

Inside Hockey  nr. 7  1995

Inside Hockey  nr. 9  1995

Pro Hockey  nr. 9  1997

www.joyofhockey.com/98Edmonton.html

www.geocities.com/Colosseum/Track/8006/index.html

www.geocities.com/Colosseum/Bench/3993

www.geocities.com/Colosseum/Sideline/2833

hockeyfreak80@hotmail.com

Marcus Frisk did this work
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